WALTER J. MAIN
 Walter was brought up in the Chapel (son of F.F. Main, Chapel treasurer from 1921 to 1933) and was converted at a Children’s Decision Day Service during a mission in the Chapel in 1910. His Christian life received an ‘uplift’ during the Chapman-Alexander Mission in 1914. On the outbreak of war in 1914, he volunteered and served until January 1919, when he was demobilised as a pilot in the RAF.

He then came under the influence of Graham Scroggie’s ministry, and an interview with his pastor changed his outlook on life and his ambitions. He became the leader of the Band of Hope at the Jamaica Street Mission and taught in the High Street Sunday School. He was then given the opportunity of studying for three years at the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, from February 1922 to July 1924. His farewell gift from the choir was a Weymouth New Testament – a change from the usual Scofield Bible. He went to be trained as an evangelist. He claimed to have experienced the stormiest crossing of the Atlantic in 40 years. In a letter for the semi-jubilee of Graham Scroggie’s ministry, he described how he had been called to the ministry. He was active in evangelism in the United States, while studying there, and continued with post-graduate studies until it became clear what he should do next. 

He was in Edinburgh from 19 August to 22 September 1923, and was active in evangelism here. This led to an invitation, as he neared the completion of his studies at Moody, to become an evangelist under the Chapel’s Evangelistic Association, commencing on 1 October 1924. His ‘Recognition Service’ in the Chapel was on Sunday morning 26 October 1924 is described in detail in the Record.

There are numerous references, not cited here, to his time as a Chapel evangelist (1924–8). For the first book that he published, see the Record, 1936, p. 157. He continued as an evangelist, and was Scottish Superintendent of the Evangelisation Society from 1931–6, then Baptist minister at Shettleston for five years from 1936–41, 

(Record, 1936, p. 182, 1938, p. 9), then 11 years at the Rattray Street Church in Dundee (1941–52). He preached in Chapel, (Record, 1939, p. 187; 1941, pp. 297, 329, 345), and again  when Sidlow Baxter was on his world tour, (Record, 1950, p. 73); reports, (Record, 1951, p. 41; 1952, p. 104.) Because of poor health, he went to the smaller church in New Prestwick (1952–8, continuing), from which he was called to the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago. (Record, 1957, pp. 121, 138); he returned from Chicago for the fiftieth anniversary of his conversion experience and preached in the Chapel on Sunday 28 August 1960. (Record, 1960, p. 155). He died on 2 July 1985 in Prestwick.

In 1927, he wrote a song that was sung in Bible classes and Christian rallies for 60 years, ‘On the victory side, On the victory side! No foe can daunt, no fear can haunt me, on the victory side. …’

Photo in Record 1924, p. 52.

�  Record, 1922, pp. 10, 11, 13, 19, 27, 38; 1923, 3, 50, 68, 74; 1924, pp. 42, 52-3, 92–3 (Recognition service); 1925, pp. 91; 1928, p. 87.








